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Maratha counfry, and the war and its consequences had
strengthened those elements and weakened the virtues which
ensured the success of the central rule. Balaji Vishwanath
perceived soon that the only arrangement possible was the
formation of a confederacy of the great leaders held together by
the traditions of Shivaji for purposes of common action against
foreign powers, but in other respects, a confederacy of co-ordinate
and equal authorities in respect of internal management and
control. In this way and this way only was it possible to hold
together the great leaders who had established themselves by their
own resources in the different parts of the country beyond their
natural and territorial limits. The Maratha territory proper was
surrounded on all sides by the Moghul governors at Savanur, at
Hyderabad, in Gujarat and Malwa, and by the Siddis, the
Portuguese and the English on the west Coast These could only
be held at bay by confederating the scattered Maratha camps and
in these camps by localizing power in the hands of capable men.
In respect of common purposes for which all felt interested, they
might and did join together and present a solidarity of interest
only on condition that they were allowed to exercise internal
authority within their own limits, and as long as they were animated
by the old traditions, there was general safety in this union. Balaji
Vishwanath and his advisers accepted this situation, and the old
Ashtaprddhan arrangement gave way to the idea of a Maratha
Confederacy which, for the next hundred years, was the great
controller of events throughout India.
That the plan succeeded remarkably well is evidenced by the
fact that it achieved not only its immediate end, but that it worked
well under very trying circumstances for a hundred years and
more. It enabled the Marathas to conquer Gujarat, Malwa,
Bundelkhand, Orissa, Gondawan, Nemad and Karnatik down to
the Tungabhadra, It helped them to control all the states in
Rajputana and the court at Delhi, and seat and unseat emperors
there according as it suited the interests of the nation. It even
carried them to the banks of the Indus on one side and to ccmtrol
the Nabobs of Oudh and Bengal, and Orissa on the East, and to
set back the limits of the territories occupied by the Nizam at
Hyderabad and the Nabob at Savanur and the Karnatik, and later
on of Hyder and Tipu. It even helped them to drive the Portuguese
from Bassein and to wage two wars on equal terms with the English.
It enabled the Marathas to stand the crushing defeat at P&nipat
and again to set up their rule at Delhi and over Northern India,
and if after a hundred years* trial it faileii, the failure was due to
the fact that the traditions which guided the councils of the